
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY                                                                                                                             GRAY DAVIS, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

August 3, 2000

REFUGEE COORDINATOR LETTER (RCL) NO. 00-23

To:  County Refugee Coordinators

This letter transmits final allocations to counties for the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2000
Refugee Employment Social Services (RESS) and Targeted Assistance (TA) Programs.
The federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) published the Final Notice of
Allocations to States of FY 2000 Funds for Refugee Social Services and the Availability
of Formula Allocation Funding for the FY 2000 Targeted Assistance Grants for Services
to Refugees in Local Areas of High Need in the Federal Register on August 3, 2000
(Volume 65, Number 150, Pages 47747 - 47756).  Copies of these Notices may be
accessed on the Funding Opportunities page of the Refugee Programs Branch’s web
site at http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/refugeeprogram/.

Enclosed are spreadsheets which show each county’s final RESS, RESS Set-Aside,
and TA allocations for FFY 2000.  The allocation number, federal grant number, Catalog
of Federal Domestic Assistance Number, grant period and service period for the grants
are also referenced on the spreadsheets.  Counties are authorized to begin expending
funds for service delivery upon receipt of certification of their County Refugee Services
Plans.

RESS Allocations

California’s final RESS allocation is $9,555,540, which includes $1,695,807 in special
Set-Aside fund for the purposes of 1) providing outreach and referral to ensure refugee
access to the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and other programs for low-
income working populations; and 2) hiring and training interpreters to enable refugees to
have equal access to medical and certain legal services.  The state’s final RESS
allocation is $80,467 less than the proposed allocation of $9,636,007.

The standard RESS funds, totaling $7,859,733, less the fifteen percent (15%) allowance
for state administration, have been allocated according to the conventional formula
which is based on the number of adult refugees on aid in each eligible county who have
been in the U. S. less than 60 months.  Data was obtained from the most recent Medi-
Cal Eligibility Determination System (MEDS) file report (CalWORKs/RCA-ECA Group
Totals < 60 Months), dated July 28, 2000.

http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/refugeeprogram/
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An amount equal to approximately twenty-four percent (24%) of California’s total RESS
Set-Aside allocation, $405,582, is being transferred to the California Department of
Health Services which will allocate those funds to county Refugee Health Programs to
augment medical interpreter training, CHIP outreach efforts and to improve refugee
access to medical services.

The remaining Set-Aside funds, less the fifteen percent (15%) allowance for state
administration, has been allocated to eligible counties by formula.  The formula applied
took into account that these funds may be used to provide outreach/referral and
interpreter services to all refugees, regardless of their length of residency in the U.S.,
and that many of the programs to which refugees are to be referred are those
specifically oriented toward children and families (e.g., CHIP, the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), Head Start, child care, etc.).
The allocation methodology was based on the total number of refugees, adults and
children, on aid in each eligible county (without regard to time in the U.S.) as a
percentage of the total number in all eligible counties.  Data was obtained from the
MEDS files report (CalWORKs/RCA-ECA Group Totals) of July 28, 2000.

Counties are reminded that as a condition of receipt of Set-Aside funds, their County
Refugee Services Plans must include a description of the services to be provided with
the funds, including measurable goals and outcomes (e.g., number of refugees to whom
outreach services were provided, number of interpreters trained/hired, etc.).  In addition,
counties must provide semi-annual narrative reports on the activities funded with RESS
Set-Aside funds.  The reports will be due to the RPB on the twentieth (20th) day
following the close of the second and fourth quarters.  A copy of the format for these
reports is enclosed.

TA Allocations

The final TA grant for California is $7,053,173, which represents a decrease of $20,572
from the proposed grant of $7,073745.  In order to receive TA funds, the state is
required to submit an application to ORR by September 5, 2000.  The state’s application
must include, for each county receiving funds, proposed performance goals for each of
the six ORR performance outcome measures:  Entered Employments, 90-Day
Employment Retentions, Cash Assistance Reductions due to Employment, Cash
Assistance Terminations due to Employment, Average Hourly Wage at Employment
Entry, and Job Placements with Available Health Benefits.  In order to ensure that the
state’s application is submitted in a timely manner, counties must complete the
enclosed TA Annual Goal Plan for FFY 2000/01 and submit it to the Refugee
Program Branch by close of business on August 23, 2000.  Completed forms
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should be faxed to the attention of Lenore Schmidt, Manager of the Operations and
Performance Bureau, at (916) 654-7187.

For questions regarding these allocations, please contact Phyllis Iwasaki, Manager of
the Refugee Technical Services Bureau, at (916) 654-2387 or Brad Elftmann of her staff
at (916) 654-7250.  Questions regarding County Refugee Services Plans or the TA
Annual Goal Plan should be directed to the appropriate Operations and Performance
Bureau Analyst.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Robert A. Barton

Robert A. Barton, Chief
Refugee Programs Branch
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